
Dear Parents

What is the Blumine Island leadership experience?

The Blumine Island leadership experience is a joint venture between Untouched World™ Charitable Trust (Peri Drysdale – 

CEO Snowy Peaks), The UNESCO Global Action Programme (UNESCO, Paris), the Department of Conservation, Te Rūnunga o 

Ngāi Tahu,  ARA Institute of Canterbury  and University of  Canterbury, College of Education. The programme is a seven-day 

intensive week spent On Blumine Island in the Marlborough Sounds and its surrounding environment. 

The Intentions

This field trip is designed to provide practical leadership experience for selected secondary school youth, tertiary youth 

and teachers in Canterbury and Marlborough.  Blumine Island also provides the opportunity to draw together conservation 

education, leadership education, youth empowerment, cultural practice and sustainable business practice.The programme 

addresses a number of the Education for Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Action Programme initiative 

established by UNESCO (Paris). 

Untouched World™, http://www.untouchedworld.com/charitable-trust.htm 

During the week long experience students will be involved in a range of activities including:  

• Leadership that identifies and helps develop youth capabilities to become future leaders in Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD).

• Behaviour change and understanding the significance of natural capital to society.

• Conducting pest control work, plant monitoring, tracking and species monitoring on the Island, as part of Department of 

Conservation work programme. 

• Discussing the Maori world view of the environment and the importance of biodiversity. 

The Outcomes:

The week’s activities are designed to broaden the students’ knowledge and skills about nature/biodiversity and the broader 

issues of sustainability.  At the conclusion of the week-long experience the group will be required to discuss ideas, issues 

and opportunities with a wider intergenerational audience including personnel from the Department of Conservation, 

representatives from each school, the sponsors of the programme and other interested parties on their return to Picton. 

The true benefits of the programme are realized when students share their acquired knowledge, develop their capabilities and 

enthusiasm with their peers/community; and build the support of others to identify how they will address sustainability issues 

that affect us all.
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For more information:

www.untouchedworldfoundation.co.nz

A little about the logistics:

Sixteen students will be invited from eight secondary schools in Marlborough and Canterbury to attend the Blumine Island 

programme. The programme will be supported by four support teachers from the contributing secondary schools & the 

participating tertiary organisation) and eight tertiary youth from ARA Institute of Canterbury. All participants will be 

supported by Dr Barry Law (UWF), ARA Institute of Canterbury utwscholarship@ara.ac.nz and Peter Sutton (UWF) will be the 

lead facilitator and will work directly with the Department of Conservation Sounds Office.

Students and staff will stay on Blumine Island for one week working with the Department of Conservation on a wide range of 

conservation tasks.  A risk management matrix and a programme of events will be completed and sent to each school before 

the trip commences. There are at least three people with St John’s or Mountain Safety First Aid certificates. Teachers and 

students will travel by rental van, with arrival and departure times sent to students prior to the trip. 

The actual cost for participation in this programme is $1000.00 per student, however this cost is covered by the Untouched 

World™ Foundation. The only cost to each student is a $50 administration fee (see consent form for payment details).

UWF programmes have been in play since 2002 and recently acknowledged by UNESCO as a model of quality learning and 

teaching for sustainable development at the international level.  A consent form, medical form and gear list is attached 

with this letter for you to complete and return.  We will be recording our experiences on digital cameras, video and laptop 

computers, so this consent includes allowing us to use student photos for presentation and promotional purposes as part of the 

UNESCO Global Action Programme (GAP) reporting process. 

The week-long experience is a wonderful opportunity for senior secondary school students to Conservation and Biodiversity 

management skills and examine how these could be included in sustainable community planning and business practice. We 

believe leadership experiences such as this provide the link between knowledge, empowerment and practical action. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Peter Sutton p.sutton@xtra.co.nz if you have any specific questions.

We look forward to working with your son/daughter.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Barry Law

Untouched World Foundation

Education Director

barry@untouchedworld.co.nz

021 631 540

Mark Prain

Untouched World Foundation

Executive Director

mark.prain@untouchedworld.co.nz

021 434 400

Peter Sutton

Lead facilitator 

p.sutton@xtra.co.nz

027 951 1959

This program exists through the generous support of our sponsors and educational/cultural parrtners:


